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HOW TO SPONSORPRESENTING PARTNER $35,000
FOUR SCHOLARSHIPS IN YOUR NAME
ACCESS TO VIP RECEPTION
two premium tables of ten seats
full-page advertisement in Program 
recognition by Emcee
recognition on social media & website

FOUNDATION PARTNER $25,000
TWO SCHOLARSHIPS IN YOUR NAME
ACCESS TO VIP RECEPTION
two premium tables of ten seats
full-page advertisement in Program
recognition by Emcee
recognition on social media & website

EVENT CO-SPONSOR $15,000
ONE SCHOLARSHIP IN YOUR NAME
ACCESS TO VIP RECEPTION  
two premium tables of ten seats
full-page advertisement in Program
recognition by Emcee
recognition on social media & website

PLATINUM SPONSOR $10,000 
ACCESS TO VIP RECEPTION 
one premium table of ten seats
full-page advertisement in Program
recognition in Program
recognition on social media & website

GOLD SPONSOR $8,000
one table of ten seats
half-page advertisement in Program
recognition in Program
recognition on social media & website

SILVER SPONSOR $6,000
one table of ten seats
quarter-page advertisement in Program
recognition in Program
recognition on social media & website

INDIVIDUAL SPONSOR $1,500
two seats, mention in Program

INDIVIDUAL PATRON $300
one seat

Program AD ONLY (check one)
All formats acceptable, PDF preferred -- bleed not required

Full Page $2,500 (7.5" wide x 9.9" tall; portrait)
1/2 Page $1,500 (7.5" wide x 4.9" tall; landscape)
 
1/4 Page $1,000 (3.66" wide x 4.9" tall; portrait)

Name ___________________________________

Firm _____________________________________

Address _________________________________

City ______________________________________

State _______ Zip _________________________

Telephone _______________________________

E-mail ___________________________________

TOTAL  SUM  ENCLOSED 

$_________________________________________
Mail this form and your contribution to:

Mexican American Bar Foundation
c/o Martorell Law APC
Playa District
6100 Center Drive, Suite 1130
Los Angeles, CA 90045

ALL SALES ARE FINAL
Sponsorships and tickets are tax-
deductible, less the $150 cost per person
for food and beverage.

MABF is a non-profit, tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) charitable organization
Tax ID No. 95-4358513

Questions? Email Gala Director, 
Paty Higuera, at info@themabf.org

 Check? M﻿ail form below
Wire or Zelle? Contact us at info@themabf.org

 Credit/PayPal? Dona﻿te Button at www.themabf.org 

35TH ANNUAL GALA - SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026
 DEADLINE FOR LOGO, AD COPY, AND GUEST LIST IS MAY 9, 2026

 DEADLINE FOR 
LOGO 
AD COPY
GUEST LIST 

 MAY 9, 2026 
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ABOUT US

Our Mission 

The mission of the Mexican American Bar Foundation, a Section
501(c)(3) charitable organization led by volunteer lawyers and
judges, is to remove barriers to opportunity and success in the
legal profession by awarding scholarships to law students.

We are dedicated to assisting students attending ABA-
accredited law schools in Los Angeles, including Loyola,
Southwestern, UCLA, and USC. Our scholars are selected based
on their academic achievement, leadership, community
engagement, financial need, and the strength of their personal
and life experiences. Many of our recipients are the first in their
families to pursue higher education, and the Foundation values
the resilience and ambition reflected in those journeys. Through
our scholarship awards, we strive to recognize their
accomplishments and support them as they advance toward
their professional goals.



OUR
HISTORY

34 Years of Service

With annual tuition starting in the $54,000 range for public and
private institutions alike, law school is expensive. Since our
founding in 1991, the Foundation has awarded over $4.6 million
to law students in the form of over 644 scholarships and bar
stipends.



PRESIDENT
Nina Huerta
Partner
Troutman Pepper Locke 

VICE PRESIDENT
Rick Rodríguez
La Princesita Tortillería, Inc.
La Blanquita Tortillería, Inc.
 
VICE PRESIDENT – FUNDRAISING
CHAIR – GALA
Eduardo Martorell
Founding Partner
Martorell Law APC
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Sandra I. Herrera
Associate General Counsel
Reading International, Inc.

SECRETARY
CHAIR - NOMINATIONS
Andrés Cantero, Jr.
Associate
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
 
CHAIR – SCHOLARSHIP
Maria Ramirez
Assist. District Attorney, Special Operations
LA County District Attorney’s Office
 
CHAIR – SCHOLARSHIP
Hon. Shelly Baron Torrealba
Judge, Los Angeles Superior Court

Rebecca M. Aragón
Shareholder/Partner
Littler Mendelson PC

Rosio Flores Arriaga
Associate
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Leo A. Bautista
Partner
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP

Carlos M. Bermudez
Partner
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Elizabeth A. Camacho
Partner
Loeb & Loeb LLP

Christopher David Ruiz Cameron
Justice Marshall F. McComb Professor of Law
Southwestern Law School

William Cano
VP, General Counsel and Secretary
Edison Energy

Victor De la Cruz
Partner
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Ana E. De Santiago Ayon
Associate
Latham & Watkins LLP

Jorge deNeve
Partner
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Robert N. Duran
Special Counsel
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Francisco Flores
Partner
Winston & Strawn LLP
 
Michelle Lee Flores
Founder and Principal
Michelle Lee Flores, Esq., PC
 
Mauricio A. Gonzalez
Managing Director
Major, Lindsey & Africa

Luke Guerra
Partner
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
 
Susan L. Gutierrez
Partner
Proskauer Rose LLP
 
Maria E. Hall
Attorney Development Director
Los Angeles Incubator Consortium
 
Rosina M. Hernández 
Associate General Counsel
Firework
 
Henry A. Holguin
Founder
Holguin Law Group

Eddie A. Jauregui
Partner
Holland & Knight LLP

Hon. Dennis Landín (Ret.)
ADR Services, Inc.
 
Miguel Loza Jr.
Of Counsel
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
 
Josh Ludmir
Partner
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Emma Luevano
Partner
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP

Agustin D. Orozco
Partner
Crowell & Moring LLP

Hon. Yvette M. Palazuelos (Ret.)
Judicate West

Angela Robledo Gart
Senior Counsel
Northrop Grumman Corporation
 
Jose F. Sanchez
Partner
Foley & Lardner LLP

Carlos A. Singer
Director, Govt & Community Engagement
Los Angeles Philharmonic

Marjorie C. Soto Garcia
Partner
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Hon. Leonard Torrealba
Judge, Los Angeles Superior Court

Giancarlo Urey
Partner
Davis Wright & Tremaine LLP

Camille M. Vasquez
Partner
Sheppard Mullin

John G. Yslas
Senior Partner
Wilshire Law Firm, PLC

HONORARY TRUSTEES

Manuel (Manny) A. Abascal
Partner
Latham & Watkins LLP

Hon. Fernando L. Aenlle-Rocha
Judge, Central District of California
 
Manuel F. Cachán
Partner
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
 
Hon. Carlos R. Moreno (Ret.)
Associate Justice CA Supreme Court
Former US Ambassador to Belize
 
Arthur J. Ochoa
Senior VP & Chief Advancement Officer 
Cedars-Sinai
 
Hon. Harry Pregerson (in memoriam)
United States Circuit Judge
US Court of Appeals/Ninth Circuit
 
Stephen D. Yslas (Ret.)
Corporate VP & General Counsel 
Northrop Grumman Corporation
 
Steven E. Zipperstein
Senior Counsel
Bird Marella P.C.

OUR TRUSTEES
AFFILIATIONS FOR IDENTIFICATION ONLY



PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

Elizabeth A. Hernández, 2025
Attorney, BD&J Injury Lawyers

Horacio Gutierrez, 2024 
SEVP, Chief Legal & Compliance Officer, Walt Disney

Francisco Arias, 2023
GC & Head of Business & Legal Affairs, Fifth Season

Leticia G. Espinoza, 2022
CLO & Corporate Secretary, Cardenas

Martha M. Escutia, 2021
CA State Senator (Ret.), VP State Government Relations &
Special Counsel, USC

Elizabeth Atlee, 2020
SVP, Deputy GC, Chief Ethics & Compliance Officer, CBRE

Rachel A. Gonzalez, 2019
EVP, Law and Corporate Affairs, Starbucks

Javier R. Avitia, 2018
EVP Legal & Business Affairs, CBS Studios Int’l

Rita Morales, 2017
Associate GC & VP, Turner Broadcasting System

Manuel (Manny) A. Abascal, 2016
Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP

Dr. Walter L. Sutton Jr., 2015
Associate GC, Walmart Inc.

Sam Fernandez, 2015
Senior VP & GC, LA Dodgers

Arthur J. Ochoa, 2014
Senior VP & CDO, Cedars-Sinai

Michael C. Camuñez, 2014
President, ManattJones Global Strategies

Martha Saucedo, 2013
Executive VP, AEG

Hon. Edith Ramirez, 2012
Commissioner, Federal Trade Commission

Kim M. Rivera, 2012
VP, GC & Sec’y, Da Vita Inc.

Clarissa Cerda, 2011
Senior VP, GC & Sec’y, LifeLock Inc.

Donald G. Alvarado, 2011
Senior VP, GC & Sec’y, Smart & Final Inc.

Stephen R. English & Molly Munger, 2010
English Munger & Rice, Advancement Project

J.P. Suarez, 2009
Senior VP & GC, Walmart Inc.

Stephen D. Yslas, 2008
Corporate VP & GC, Northrop Grumman

Patricia Pineda, 2007
Group VP, Toyota Motor North America

Tom Unterman, 2007
Founder, Rustic Canyon Partners

Thomas A. Saenz, 2006
Counsel to Mayor of Los Angeles

Elena R. Baca, 2005
Chair, Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker

Robert M. Hertzberg, 2004
Speaker Emeritus, California Assembly

Jerry J. Ruiz, 2003
Senior Counsel, Wells Fargo Bank

Hon. Rocky J. Delgadillo, 2002
City Attorney of Los Angeles

Hon. Kim Wardlaw, 2001
United States Circuit Judge, Ninth Circuit

Guy Rounsaville, 2000
Co-Founder, Calif Minority Counsel Program

Mercedes Marquez, 1999
Senior Counsel, U.S. Department of HUD

CORPORATE DIVERSITY 

Staples Inc., 2015
Michael T. Williams, General Counsel

Comcast/NBCUniversal/Telemundo, 2015
Jamie Lichtman, Deputy General Counsel

Union Bank, 2014
Leticia Aguilar, EVP & Regional President

Edison International, 2012
Robert L. Adler, Exec VP & General Counsel

Verizon Wireless, 2010
Steven Zipperstein, VP, Legal & External Affairs
Luis Cruz, President – So. California Region

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Hon. Harry Pregerson, 2013
United States Circuit Judge, Ninth Circuit

Hon. Carlos R. Moreno, 2011
Justice (Ret.), California Supreme Court

TRAILBLAZER 

Jesús G. Román, 2024
Chief Regulatory & Legislative Counsel, Verizon

Eloy Brown, 2022
Ramona's Food Group

LATINO ENTREPRENUER

Primestor Development, Inc., 2019
CEO & Co-Founder Arturo Sneider
Co-Founder & President Leandro Tyberg

Antonio De Cardenas, 2017
Cacique U.S.A

Ruiz Foods Inc., 2013
Fred Ruiz, Chairman Emeritus & Co-Founder

AMERICAN DREAM / SUEÑO AMERICANO 

Hueston Hennigan LLP, 2021
Brian J. Hennigan & John Hueston

The Walt Disney Company – Legal Department, 2016
Rey Rodriguez, VP – Business & Legal Affairs

LEGACY 

Araceli Ruano, 2023
CAO & GC, Hispanic Scholarship Fund

Christopher David Ruiz Cameron, 2020
Justice Marshall F. McComb Professor of Law
Southwestern Law School

Alicia Villarreal, 2016
Principal, Villarreal Law

PRECURSOR DE JUSTICIA / PIONEER FOR JUSTICE

Kevin R. Johnson, 2024
Dean & Mabie-Apallas Professor of Law
UC Davis School of Law

Hon. Patricia Guerrero, 2023
Chief Justice of California

Jaime Jarrín, 2021
Hall of Fame Broadcaster, Los Angeles Dodgers

Hon, Xavier Becerra, 2019
California Attorney General

Eric H. Holder, Jr., 2018
82nd Attorney General of the US

Hon. Terry J. Hatter Jr., 2017
Chief Judge Emeritus, US District Court

Luis G. Nogales, 2011
Founder, Nogales Investors

Hon. Arthur L. Alarcón, 2010
United States Circuit Judge, Ninth Circuit

Cástulo de la Rocha, 2009
President & CEO, AltaMed Health Services

Regina Montoya, 2008
CEO, New America Alliance

Roel Campos, 2007
Commissioner, Securities Exchange Comm’n

Dr. Cynthia Anne Telles, 2006
Director, UCLA Spanish Spkg Psych Clinic

Antonia Hernandez, 2005
President & CEO, California Community Foundation

Daniel P. Garcia, 2005
Senior VP, Kaiser Family Health Foundation

Vilma S. Martinez, 2003
Partner, Munger Tolles & Olson

Linda Griego, 2002
President, ZapGo Entertainment Group

Raul Vargas, 2002
Exec Director, USC Mex American Programs

Hon. Cruz Reynoso, 2001
Justice (Ret.) California Supreme Court

Andrea Sheridan Ordin, 2000
Partner, Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Hon. John A. Arguelles, 1999
Justice (Ret.), California Supreme Court 

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Liliana T. Pérez-Palacios, 2025
Sr. Director Cultural Affairs, LA Chargers 

Maribel S. Medina, 2024
GC, LA Community College District

Misty M. Sanford, 2023
Partner/Chair, Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Alfred Fraijo Jr., 2022
Partner, Sheppard Mullin

Oportun, 2020
Alejandra Velázquez, Senior Director, Public Affairs

Dr. Ann McElaney-Johnson, 2019
President, Mount Saint Mary's University

Carmela Castellano-Garcia, Esq., 2018
President & CEO, California Primary Care Ass’n

Miguel A. Santana, 2018
President & CEO, Fairplex

Zoila D. Escobar, 2017
Senior VP & Foundation President, AltaMed

Val Zavala, 2014
VP News & Public Affairs, KCET

Guggenheim Partners, 2013
David Korman, Chief Legal Officer

Daniel C. Quintero, 2012
GC & Corp Secretary, Sony Optiarc America Inc.

Cecilia V. Estolano, 2009
CEO, Community Redevelopment Agency

William D. Lansford, 2008
Hollywood Writer, Veterans’ Activist

Harley Frankel, 2007
Executive Director, College Match

Hon. Hilda Solis, 2006
Member of Congress

Al Martinez, 2005
Columnist, Los Angeles Times

Daniel D. Villanueva, 2004
Founding Partner, SIN Univision

Sonia L. Nazario, 2003
Staff Writer, Los Angeles Times

Carmen Zapata, 2002
Actress & President, Bilingual Foundation of the Arts

Maria Elena Durazo, 2001
President, HERE Local 11

Moctezuma Esparza, 2000
Motion Picture & TV Producer

Eddie & the late Margo Albert, 1999
Actors & Benefactors

PAST HONOREES



 

MABF SET TO CELEBRATE 35TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP & AWARDS 
GALA ON SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026! 

For release as of February 2026 

Celebrating 35 years of removing barriers to opportunity and success in the legal 
profession, the Mexican American Bar Foundation (MABF) will host its 35th Annual 
Scholarship & Awards Gala on Saturday, May 30, 2026, at the elegant 
InterContinental Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles. The black-tie-optional evening will 
bring together leaders from the legal, business, nonprofit, and civic communities to honor 
distinguished individuals and organizations whose leadership, service, and commitment 
to opportunity reflect the mission and values of MABF. 

MABF is proud to recognize the impact and leadership of this year’s honorees: Xavier A. 
Gutierrez, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer of ImpactX Sports Group, LLC; the 
Mexican American Opportunity Foundation (MAOF), accepted by Dr. Ciriaco 
“Cid” Pinedo, Chief Executive Officer; Humberto Guizar, Esq., of the Law Offices of 
Humberto Guizar APC; and Gabriela Parcella, Esq., of Merlone Geier Management, 
LLC. Together, the 2026 honorees represent excellence across sectors and a shared 
dedication to mentorship, service, and creating pathways to success for future 
generations. 

The evening will begin with a VIP Reception at 5:00 p.m., followed by a General 
Reception at 6:00 p.m. and Dinner at 7:00 p.m. The program will be emceed by 
Eduardo Martorell, Founding Partner of Martorell Law APC and Gala Chair and Vice 
President of Fundraising for MABF. More than 400 guests are expected to attend. 

MABF is a Section 501(c)(3) charitable organization led by volunteer lawyers and 
judges. Since its founding in 1991, MABF has pursued its mission of removing barriers 
to opportunity and success in the legal profession by awarding scholarships to law 
students. MABF supports students attending ABA-accredited law schools in Los 
Angeles, including Loyola, Southwestern, UCLA, and USC. Scholars are selected based 
on academic achievement, leadership, community engagement, financial need, and the 
strength of their personal and life experiences. Many recipients are the first in their 
families to pursue higher education, and MABF values the resilience and ambition 
reflected in those journeys. To date, MABF has awarded over $4.6 million in more than 
644 scholarships and bar stipends, helping students advance toward their professional 
goals. 

Sponsorships are available at the following levels: Presenting Partner ($35,000), 
Foundation Partner ($25,000), Event Co-Sponsor ($15,000), Platinum Sponsor 
($10,000), Gold Sponsor ($8,000), and Silver Sponsor ($6,000), with benefits including 
scholarships named in the sponsor’s honor, access to the VIP Reception, premium 
seating, program advertising, recognition by the Emcee, and recognition on social media 
and the MABF website. 

For sponsorship information, tickets, or additional details, please contact Gala Director, 
Patricia Higuera, at (424) 675-1810 or info@themabf.org, or visit www.themabf.org 
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